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To,

IMMEDIATE
File No. 13/4/2025-Public

Government of India / भारत सरकार

Ministry of Home Affairs/गृह मंत्रालय

Public Section / पब्लिक अनुभाग
***

North Block, New Delhi -01.

Dated the 3rd February, 2025

The Chief Secretaries/ Administrators of
All State Governments/ UT Administrations,
Secretaries of all Ministries/ Departments of Govt. of India.

Subject: Display of State Emblem of India.

Sir/Madam.

The State Emblem of India is the official seal of the Government of India. The State
Emblem is an adaptation from the Sarnath Lion Capital of Asoka. The Emblem consists of the
profile of the Lion Capital showing three Lions mounted on the abacus, with a Dharma Chakra
in the Centre, a bull on the right, a galloping horse on the left and outlines of Dharma Chakras
on the extreme right and left with the motto "Satyameva Jayate" - written in Devanagari script
below the profile of the Lion Capital. Design of the State Emblem of India is provided in the
Appendix I & II of the Schedule of the State Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use)
Act, 2005.

2. It has been brought to notice of this Ministry that various Government agencies which
are using the State Emblem of India on their stationery, publications, seals, vehicles, buildings,
websites etc., often omit the motto "Satyameva Jayate" and are only depicting the profile of
the Lion Capital. Further, the design of the State Emblem of India is not in conformity with the
design set out in the Appendix I & II of the Schedule of the State Emblem of India (Prohibition
of Improper Use) Act, 2005.

3. It may be noted that the State Emblem of India is incomplete without the motto
"Satyameva Jayate" inscribed (in Devanagari script) below the profile of the Lion Capital.
Incomplete display of the State Emblem of India is a violation of the aforesaid Act.

4. Further, it has been brought to notice of this Ministry that various
individuals/authorities who are not authorized to use the State Emblem of India, are using the
same on the stationery, vehicles etc. It may be noted that the use of the State Emblem of India
is restricted to the authorities/purposes specified in the State Emblem of India (Prohibition of
Improper Use) Act, 2005 and the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007 [read
with the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Amendment Rules, 2010]. A copy of the
Act and Rules is enclosed (also available on this Ministry's website www.mha.nic.in).

5. It is therefore, once again requested that the Government agencies which are authorized
to use the State Emblem of India for various official purposes must depict the complete 'State
Emblem' together with the motto "Salyameva Jayate" - in Devanagari Script - inscribed below
the profile of Lion Capital, as provided in the Appendix I & II of the Schedule of the State
Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and also to ensure that no

unauthorized use of the State Emblem of India is made on stationery, vehicles etc by the
individuals /authorities.

Contd.../-
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6. Suitable instructions may accordingly be issued to all concerned Government agencies
and steps may be taken to create mass awareness in this regard among the common citizens ofIndia through the electronic and print media. Strict action should be taken against concerned
officials (for incomplete display of the State Emblem of India) and individuals/organisations(who are using State Emblem of India unauthorizedly) for any violation of the State Emblem
of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and the State Emblem of India (Regulation
of Use) Rules, 2007 [read with the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Amendment
Rules, 2010].

Encls: As above. (3)

Copy to:-

Yours faithfully,

(G. Parthasarathi)
Joint Secretary to the Government of India

2011-2309 2125

1. President's Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. Vice-President's Secretariat, New Delhi.

3. Prime Minister's Office, South Block, New Delhi.
4. Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi.

5. Office of all Governors.

6. Election Commission of India, New Delhi.

7. Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.

8. Rajya Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.

9. Registrar, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi.

10. All High Courts.

11. Office of Comptroller and Auditor General of India, New Delhi.

12. The Union Public Service Commission, New Delhi.

13. Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi.

14. NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi.

15. All attached & Subordinate Offices of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
16. 20 Spare copies.

DGP-D36026/1/2026-DESK 36 I/209252/2026



Enclosure-1
THE STATE EMBLEM OF INDIA (PROHIBITION OF IMPROPER USE) ACT, 2005

No. 50 of 2005 (20th December, 2005)

An Act to prohibit the improper use of State Emblem of India for professional
and commercial purposes and for matters connected therewith or incidental
thereto.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:-

Short title,

extent,

application and

commencement

1. (1) This Act may be called the State Emblem of India (Prohibition
Improper Use) Act, 2005.

of

(2) It extends to the whole of India, and also applies to citizens of India outsideIndia.

Definitions

Prohibition of

improper use of
emblem.

Prohibition of

use of emblem

for wrongful
gain.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) "competent authority" means any authority competent under any law for the
time being in force to register any company, firm, other body of persons or anytrade mark or design or to grant a patent;

(b) "emblem" means the State Emblem of India as described and specified in the
Schedule to be used as an official seal of the Government.

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in
force, no person shall use the emblem or any colourable imitation thereof in any
manner which tends to create an impression that it relates to the Government or
that it is an official document of the Central Government, or as the case may be,
the State Government, without the previous permission of the Central
Government or of such officer of that Government as may be authorised by it in
this behalf.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this section, "person" includes a former
functionary of the Central Government or the State Governments.

4. No person shall use the emblem for the purpose of any trade, business, calling
or profession or in the title of any patent, or in any trade mark or design, except
in such cases and under such conditions asas may be prescribed.

Prohibition of

registration of
certain

companies, etc.

5. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in
force, no competent authority shall,-

(a) register a trade mark or design which bears the emblem, or

(b) grant patent in respect of an invention which bears a title containing theemblem.

1
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